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FOREWORD 
 
The Hindon Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group has produced this plan after many months of study, 
research and consultation. The Steering Group has sought advice from other villages and towns that 
are going through the same process. We have also worked closely with planning officers from 
Wiltshire Council and our own group of consultants. 
 
We have involved our community through open days and surveys and believe this plan reflects the 
views of our community.  A strong message from the consultations was that we villagers are proud 
of our village and wish to retain its character.  
 
The vision of our plan is to maintain and enhance the unique and self-contained character of Hindon 
whilst permitting small-scale sustainable growth that is in line with the needs and wishes of the 
community. 
 
The further objectives and policies have all been derived from this vision and have been detailed in 
this Plan. We believe this Plan is robust and when adopted will provide the necessary guidance for 
the future. 
 
Finally I would to thank members of the Hindon NP Steering Group for their hard work over a 
number of years, without which this plan would not have been possible. 
 
This is a regulation 14 draft published for consultation with the community, before being submitted 
to Wiltshire Council for independent examination and finally a local referendum. 
 
David Robertson 
Chairman 
Hindon Parish Council  
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What is a Neighbourhood Plan? 

A Neighbourhood Development Plan (the Plan) can set out a vision for an area and planning 
policies for the use and development of land. The plan must be in conformity with the 
Government’s National Planning Policy Framework and satisfy the legally required Basic 
Conditions1.  Once made, a Neighbourhood Plan forms part of the statutory planning framework 
for the area and the policies and proposals contained within it are used as a basis for the 
determination of planning applications. 
 

Why Produce a Neighbourhood Plan? 
 
Hindon is a vibrant and self-reliant community of around 500 people. It is designated as one of 
three ‘Large’ villages within the Tisbury Community Area, having a range of services and facilities. 
The opportunity to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan was considered vital by the Parish Council 
because, whilst the environment of Hindon’s special character needs protecting, the balance of 
our community is threatened by an ever-increasing divergence between age groups. The Plan 
provides an opportunity for the community to influence the size and mix of development 
appropriate for the village, achieving a better balanced community developed in a sustainable 
way. 
 
Together with the Local Plan, the policies in the Neighbourhood Plan will provide the basis for the 
determination of planning applications in the Hindon Neighbourhood Plan Area. Neighbourhood 
Plan policies only influence development that require a planning application. Consultation with our 
residents generated a number of non-land use planning issues important to our community that 
are dealt with in the ‘Projects’ section (see page 28). Although action on these cannot be delivered 
directly by the Neighbourhood Plan. they are considered by the Parish Council as equally important 
to  pursue and support the core Plan policies. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
 
1 The full Basic Conditions Report is available at (www.hindonvillage.org/neighbourhoodplan.htmº 
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Neighbourhood Plan Area 
 
The entire parish (see map 1) has been designated as a Neighbourhood Area. Wiltshire Council, the 
Local Planning Authority, confirmed the designation on 5th November 20142.  

 
Map 1 Hindon Neighbourhood Plan Area 
 
 
  

                                                             
 
2 A notice to this effect can be seen on the Basic Conditions Statement 
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Section 1 Introduction and Background 
 

1.1 Introduction 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan has been led by a Steering Group set up by the Parish Council (The 
‘Qualified Body’ as required by the Localism Act3) including the full Planning Sub-Committee, and 
village residents representing the community shop, industry/trade and the local GP practice, as well 
as other volunteers. This group met and worked under chairmanship of the Parish Council. 
 
Hindon Parish Council will be responsible for maintaining and periodically reviewing the 
Neighbourhood Plan to ensure its relevance and to monitor delivery. 
 

1.2 Hindon Parish 
 
Hindon lies approximately one mile south of the A303, and one mile to the east of the A350. The 
B3089 runs east/west through the village, and crosses the picturesque High Street, which is the 
notable feature of the village. 
 
The much larger parish of East Knoyle borders Hindon on the west. The parish of Chicklade is to the 
North, Berwick St Leonard to the east and Fonthill Gifford to the south.  
 
Hindon includes some limited commerce within the village (community shop, 2 public houses, and a 
showroom for the local furniture manufacturer), and in the surrounding parish, there are a local 
building firm, a contemporary quality furniture manufacturer, stud farm and active dairy farm. 
 
The neighbouring Berwick St Leonard contains a number of local industries installed in what were 
previously, principally, estate agricultural buildings 
 

1.3 Hindon History 

Hindon was established as a new borough in 1220 by the Bishop of Winchester who owned the 
manor of Knoyle Episcopi (now East Knoyle) of which Hindon was a part. It was sited at the 
intersection of several ancient track ways between Salisbury and the market towns of Warminster 
and Mere, thus maintaining the practice of establishing new boroughs with a market, a fair and a 
church. 
 
Hindon was set on the slopes of a dry chalk valley so that wells (of which there were several in the 
village) might readily be sunk. Most of the cottages were built along the High Street, which runs the 
length of the village and was made wide enough to accommodate the weekly market. The cottages 
were developed on burgage4 plots with tracks leading from the High Street to the fields beyond; a 
pattern which largely survives to this day. 
 
An annual (later bi-annual) fair was held around the site of the present crossroads, trading in 
horses, cattle, sheep, pigs and cheese which, survived until the late 19th century. 

                                                             
 
3 Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 came into force 6th April 2012 
4 Burgage – A medieval term – a town (borough) rental property. Was the basis in many ‘boroughs’ for sending members 
to the unreformed House of Commons before 1832. 
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On 2nd July 1754, fire destroyed a large part of the High Street. The houses, most of which had 
been thatched, were subsequently re-built using Chilmark or Tisbury stone and brick with clay or 
slate roof tiles, setting the main character of Hindon to the present day. The fire severely damaged 
the prosperity of Hindon, but a turnpike created soon afterwards across the new stage coach route 
from London to Exeter (the present B3089) generated service trades and commerce. As a result, 
Hindon became renowned for the number of its inns and alehouses, of which, The Lamb and The 
Angel still survive. The Industrial Revolution caused a general decline in agriculture and this, 
together with the building in 1859 of the Salisbury to Yeovil railway with a station at Tisbury, was 
the death knell of the coach and carriage trade in Hindon. 
 
The Church of St John the Baptist stands on a rise in the upper High Street and, with its tower and 
steeple, is the dominant building in the village. In 1870 it replaced the chapel-of-ease in the parish 
of East Knoyle, and Hindon finally became an independent parish.  
 
The School had been one of several small schools in Hindon supported by local landowners from 
the 18th century. In 1972 it became a Church of England aided First School and is now a Primary 
School with about 40 pupils. The school house the older part of the building is now privately owned 
The school dates from 1854 and the school itself was extended in 2010/2011 
 
What is now the Village Hall, having been a Court House, then a Reading Room, was given to 
Hindon in 1922 by Mr Hugh Morrison of Fonthill. 
 
The appearance of Hindon remained virtually unchanged until after the First World War. In 1928 
piped water was connected and in 1931 the cobbled pavements were re-laid with tarmac. Electric 
street lights were installed in 1934. The only recent building developments were at East Street 
(1953) and extended to include retirement bungalows (1976), Whitehill (1958) and Hill Terrace. 
Otherwise individual properties have been built along The Dene and around the periphery of the 
village, mainly in the 1960s and 1970s. 
 
Historic Maps of Hindon  
 
Map 2 Sir Henry Capthorpe Map 

The first of these maps (map 2 to the left) is a large 
coloured map showing all the properties and fields 
with names and acreage of each house and field 
which is known as the Sir Henry Calthorpe Map.  He 
was the owner of the Beckford Estate which owned 
much of Hindon with the majority of the balance 
owned by William Beckford. 
 
The second map is an extract from the Tithe Map 
of 1844 (map 3 below) with similar information but 
excluding the acreage of each field. Whilst the third 
and the most recent map (map 4 below) produced 
in 1922 for the sale of 92 cottages owned by 
Michael Shaw-Stewart of the Beckford Estate. 
These are 3 particular maps spanning nearly 200 
years from 1748-1922 which whilst produced for 
different purposes indicate that there was virtually 
no change in the number of houses during this time  
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Map  3  Hindon 1844 Tythe Map         Map 4 Hindon 1922 Shaw Stewart 
 

  
 
 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1.4 Hindon’s Landscape Setting 
 
Hindon is set in open countryside that is part of rolling scenery well deserving its inclusion in the 
Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The AONB 
Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) defined the Parish as falling within their ‘Category 2A West 
Wiltshire Downs Open Chalk Downland’ classification (see map 2 below), defined as follows.   

 
o A large-scale landscape of broad rolling hills and undulating land separated by dry river 

valleys. 
o Dominated by an Upper Chalk surface with clay flints capping on higher ground. 
o Straight-sided fields representing late 18th/early 19th century Parliamentary enclosure, 

with large-scale fields resulting from 20th century boundary loss. 
 

There are no woodland areas within the parish, although there are large woodlands to the north 
with Great Ridge Wood and Fonthill Abbey Wood / Terrace Wood to the south.  
 
The village lies mainly on the south-facing slope running from Hawking Down to a winterbourne that 
runs west to east at the lower end of the village and then rising twice, with a dry valley in between, 
to Fonthill Abbey Wood in the south. It is on the south west edge of Salisbury Plain with Hawking 
Down to the north west and Cold Berwick Down on the north east edges. The open nature of the 
village’s surrounding landscape is a major feature of the setting of the village. 
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Map 5  Cranborne Chase & West Wilts AONB & Landscape Character Area 
 
 
 
 

The West Wiltshire Open Chalk 
Downland (category 2A) is a 
distinctive, large scale landscape 
covering an extensive area 
extending from the village of 
Wilton in the east (sited on the 
edge of the AONB boundary) to 
Mere in the west.	With a surface 
geology of Upper Chalk, the 
landscape comprises a series of 
rolling hills and dry river valleys. 
Predominantly given over to 
arable farming, the intensive 
agricultural land use brings with 
it a simple land cover (vast tracts 
of arable production with few 
field boundaries). Woodland, 
both large and small scale makes 
an important contribution to 
character – adding a sense of 
scale and distinctive visual 
interest. Although woodland 
interrupts some long distance 
views there is a feeling of 
exposure and expanse across the 
entire landscape.                                                                                                                             
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
West Wiltshire open Chalk Downland (Category 
2A) 
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1.5 Hindon  Village Today 
 
Table 1 Information from 2011 Census. 

 
The population of Hindon was 488 at 
at the 2011 census5. The village 
attracts many people of retirement 
age and therefore it is not surprising 
that the mean age of residents at 47.4, 
is significantly higher than the national 
average of 39, further, thirty eight 
percent of the population are 60 years 
and older.  
The housing stock is predominantly 
detached and semi-detached houses, 
73% owner occupied, the balance 
being private and local authority 
rented. A large proportion of those 
employed are working in Professional, 
Managerial, Technical and Skilled 
occupations. 

 
The village is very compact with the current settlement boundary tightly defined around the edges 
leaving almost no space for infill, and development outside of this boundary is not permitted. 
Developments other than infill were only allowed when particular areas were incorporated into a 
revised boundary as occurred in the late 1950s, early 60s and finally in the 1980s. There has also 
been some private development in the 1980s along the Dene and School Lane.   

 
The historic core of the village, especially High Street, is highly distinctive – much is a Conservation 
Area. Newer development on the fringes, particularly to the north east, is out of keeping and 
poorly integrated with the rest of the village. The more recent houses are of inappropriate 
reconstituted stone with concrete tiles. Only one new building has been constructed within the 
existing boundary in the last 20 years and the only remaining brownfield site proved unviable due 
to flooding risk.6 Hindon has not therefore seen any “organic” growth over a period of time. 
 
The village of Hindon nestles on a southern slope with main approach roads from the east and 
west (the B3089), with minor roads coming from the north and south. From the main road, the 
village is hidden until entering the village itself, whilst the views in from the minor roads are 
more exposed. The AONB has a policy resisting developments which might destroy the open 
landscape, and therefore site selection requires extreme care in terms of visual impact on the 
landscape. 
 
The doctor’s practice is in need of larger premises and causes parking problems at the top of the 
High Street, as does the parking by the school. 
Major traffic constraints include the off-set crossroads between the High Street and the B3089; the 
parking on the High Street; the narrowing of the B3089 by The Lamb Inn and The Fellowship Club; 
lack of pedestrian footpaths from East Street to the school, and from Hill Terrace and Whitehill 
down to the High Street. 
                                                             
 
5  Source 2011 Census 
6 Flood map for planning (Environment Agency 2017)  www.hindonvillage.org/neighbourhoodplan.htm 

Data from 2011 Census for Hindon postcodes 
Population 488 
Adults 392 
Mean Age 47.4 years 
UK Mean Age 39 years 
Over 60  185 = 38% 
  
Occupation Percentage 
Professional 19.4 
Director, Manager 21.1 
Associate Professional or 
Technical 

10.3 

Administrative or Secretarial 10.7  
Skilled Trade 12.8 
Caring, Leisure or other Service 7.0 
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There are greater employment opportunities in neighbouring villages, such as Fonthill Bishop and 
Berwick St Leonard within two miles of Hindon, which have a mix of large and small businesses 
with the prospect of further development, but that is restricted by the lack of suitable housing 
locally for employees. Current public transport provision limits opportunities for residents in the 
village to commute to work opportunities (and vice-versa). 
 
For a village of around 5007 inhabitants Hindon is well provided with facilities and services often 
not found in larger villages. However some of these services struggle to survive due to the lack of 
growth within the village over the past 20+ years.  
 
Hindon is also a very social village with a number of organisations which encourage the community 
spirit such as: W.I.; and “Fellowship Club”; an art group; a pilates group and a Horticultural and 
Conservation Society. There is a regular Saturday Market of local produce run by the church during 
the summer months, and many other ad hoc events throughout the year. 
 

  

                                                             
 
7 Source 2011 Census 
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Section 2 Planning Context and Evidence 
 
The Plan has been prepared with regard to the National Planning Policy Framework8 as well as 
guidance set out in the National Planning Practice Guidance. The policies in the Plan are in general 
conformity with the strategic policies in Wiltshire Council’s Core Strategy with particular reference 
to sections 4.11, 4.13 and 4.159 relating to the Settlement Strategy and Core Strategy 27, the 
Tisbury Community Area Strategy, under which the village of Hindon falls. 
 
Figure 1 Planning Hierarchy 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
This Neighbourhood Development Plan will run concurrently with the Wilshire Core Strategy until 
March 2031. (The current Core Strategy is now under review.)  It is however a response to the needs 
and aspirations of the specific Hindon community as understood today (2018). 

Planning policy and proposals need to be based on a proper understanding of the place they relate 
to if they are to be relevant, realistic and address local issues effectively. It is important that the 
Neighbourhood Plan is based on robust information and analysis of the local area; this is called the 
‘Evidence Base’. The Hindon Neighbourhood Plan ‘Evidence Base Report’ can be found in a separate 
document that is available on the Hindon Parish Council website10. 

  

                                                             
 
8 NPPF  https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf 
 
9 Witshire Core Strategy http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/adopted-local-plan-jan16-low-res.pdf 
 
10 Hindon NP Website   http://www.hindonvillage.org/neighbourhoodplan.htm 

NPPF

Wiltshire Core 
Strategy 2015 + Local 

Plan

Hindon Neighbourhood 
Development Plan 
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Section 3 Process Summary 
A Steering Group was formed on the 1st December 2015,  from local residents and Parish councillors 
to reach out effectively and efficiently to the 250+ households in the Parish of Hindon, capture and 
sustain their interest and ultimately garner their support for the development proposals. 
 
Fortunately, Hindon is a small closely knit village which also boasts an excellent local newspaper 
(The Newsletter) which is published monthly, is edited within the village and delivered by 
volunteers, free to every home. The village also has a community inspired and owned shop. The 
Newsletter and the shop are both excellent vehicles for the communication of village events 
including notices concerning the Hindon Neighbourhood Development Plan.  
 
The Village website  www.hindonvillage.org is operated by the Parish Council and publishes matters 
of interest in the village including information about the progress of the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. 
 
Two Public Meetings were held in June 2015 where village residents were told about the NDP and 
asked to complete a form soliciting their views on Housing, Local Amenities and Environmental 
matters. Two further events (drop-in sessions) were held in February 2017 on consecutive weekends 
and at separate locations within the village, with initial proposals for possible housing developments 
on two of the SHLAA sites, Chicklade Road and Angel Lane. Again residents were provided with 
feedback forms and asked to score their level of agreement with the initial proposals that the 
Steering Group had put forward. 
 
A further drop-in session was held in January 2018, where the NP Steering Group invited the 
developer for the preferred site. Conceptual development layouts were presented seeking the 
opinion of local residents  who were asked for their opinions and ideas through a feedback form. 
 
Full details of the consultation evidence gathered during the development of the plan are contained 
within the Consultation Statement11 . 
 
 

 
 
                                                             
 
11 The Consultation Statement is available on the Hindon Neighbourhood Plan website 
www.hindonvillage.org/neighbourhoodplan.htm.) 
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Section 4 Vision and Objectives 
 
The Vision and Objectives below were derived directly from the views expressed by residents in the 
village through the consultations and surveys held as part of the evidence gathering for the Plan. 
 

Vision and Objectives 
 
Overall 
 
“A thriving sustainable village community where people want to be, and which continues to evolve 
by developing in harmony with its character and natural environment” 
 
Table 2 Vision, Objectives & Related Policies 
 

Objective 
Area & 
Objective ID 

Vision Statements and Objectives Policy  description  Policy ID 
& Section  

Development 
 
 
Objective D1  
 
 
 
Objective D2 
 
 
 
 
Objective D3 

To retain a clear strong boundary to the village 
settlement in its landscape. 
 
To review the Settlement Boundary to allow for new 
development. 
 
To ensure that new development is of high quality 
design,    reinforces local distinctiveness, is built to a 
high sustainability standard and addresses resilience 
to climate change. 
 
To manage development with the involvement and 
agreement of the community. 

Settlement Boundary 
Character & Design. 
Development Site -
Chicklade Road  
Sustainability & 
Climate Change 
Pre Application 
Community 
Involvement 

SB1 (6.3) 
CD1 (6.1) 
DS1 (6.4)  
 
SC1 (6.8) 
 
 
PA1 (6.5) 

Housing  
 
 
 
 
 
Objective HS1 
 
 
 
 
Objective HS2 
 
 
 
Objective HS3 
 

To maintain a strong community within the 
parish through planned growth & change to 
meet the housing needs of existing and future 
residents of Hindon 
 
To ensure a range of housing sizes and types, providing 
opportunities for local people to stay in the Parish 
throughout their lifetime. 
 
To ensure an adequate supply of affordable housing to 
meet the needs of Hindon, especially for local 
employees. 

To ensure improved pedestrian access with the heart 
of the village, around the Village Stores/Post Office 
and Church to improve full integration within the 
existing village 

Settlement Boundary  
Development Site -
Chicklade Road 

SB1 (6.3) 
DS1 (6.4) 

 
 
 
 



 

 
16 

Hindon NP 2018 Reg14 draft for consultation  HNP_Reg14V3_Print_18_6_18.docx  
 

Table 2 continued - Vision, Objectives & Related Policies 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objective Area 
& Objective ID 

Vision Statement and Objectives Policy  description  Policy ID & 
Section  

Infrastructure 
 
 
 
 
Objective IN1 
 
Objective IN2 
 
 
 
Objective IN3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Objective IN4 
 

To achieve an efficient local infrastructure that 
continues to meet the needs of residents and 
contributes towards a safe and healthy 
community. 
 
To improve the village infrastructure through 
securing developer contributions. 
To ensure that any new development delivers 
drainage systems that are resilient and deal 
efficiently with surface water run off to mitigate 
the risk of local flooding. 
To improve road and pedestrian safety in the 
Parish by careful planning of new development, 
together with traffic management measures to 
improve road safety throughout the village 
particularly at the bottom the High Street, Hill 
Terrace area and at the junction of the B3089 
with the High Street. 
To improve, link together and add to the 
footpath and bridleway network within the 
parish and beyond 
 

Development Site 
Chicklade Road. 
Financial 
Contributions. 
Settlement 
Boundary. 
Sustainability & 
Climate Change. 
Character and 
Design. 
Landscape Setting 
and Key Views. 

DS1 (6.4) 
 
6.11 
 
SB1 (6.3) 
 
SC! (6.8) 
 
CD1 (6.1) 
 
LS1 (6.2) 

Amenities 
 
 
 
Objective AM1 
 
 
Objective AM2 
 
 
 
Objective AM3 

To protect and enhance existing amenities & 
their accessibility & to promote new amenity 
provision. 
 
To safeguard all existing amenities within the 
parish. 
 
To relocate the existing doctor’s surgery with a 
new surgery with increased parking, to serve the 
village and the surrounding area. 
 
To provide recreational facilities for teenagers. 

Community 
Amenities. 
Development Site 
Chicklade Road. 
 

CA1 (6.9) 
 
DS1 (6.4) 
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Table 2 Continued  Vision, Objectives & Related Policies 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Objective Area & 
Objective ID 

Vision Statement and Objectives Policy  description  Policy ID 
& Section  

Environment 
 
 
 
Objective EN1 
 
 
 
 
Objective EN2 
 
 
 
Objective EN3 
 
 
 
Objective EN4 
 
 
 
 
 
Objective EN5 

To ensure that valued aspects of our environment are 
protected, maintained and enhanced through active 
local management. 
 
To have a local environment which is attractive and 
rich in biodiversity and which is protected and 
sympathetically developed for the enjoyment of 
everyone. 
 
To have a planned and managed local green 
infrastructure network that links together roads, 
footpaths, bridleways and open spaces. 
 
To maintain and protect existing green areas and to 
designate further green areas as appropriate. 
 
To enhance the landscape character of the parish 
and retain the character of the village including its 
rural nature and the tranquility of its setting. 
 
To have a local environment in which long-term 
sustainability is ensured through long-term 
management and the active involvement of all local 
stakeholders. 

Green Infrastructure. 
Local Green Spaces. 
Development Site 
Chicklade Road 
Character and 
Design. 
Landscape Setting 
and key Views 

GI1 (6.6) 
 
LGS (6.7) 
DS1 (6.4) 
 
CD1 (6.1) 
 
LS1 (6.2) 

Historical 
Conservation 
 
 
Objective HC 1 
 
 
 
Objective HC2 

To protect enhance and celebrate Hindon’s current 
character including through any new developments. 
 
To ensure that new developments acknowledge and 
contribute to the local qualities and character of the 
environment of Hindon. 
 
To protect and enhance the connection between local 
people and all aspects of Hindon’s built and natural 
historic environments.   

Character and Design 
Settlement Boundary 
Landscape Setting 
and key Views 
Development Site 
Chicklade Road 

CD1 (6.1) 
 
SB1 (6.3) 
 
LS1 (6.2) 
 
DS1 (6.4) 

Economy 
 
 
 
Objective EC1 
 
Objective EC2 

A resilient local economy providing business & 
employment opportunities & helping to support a 
sustainable community 
 
To retain existing employment within the parish. 
 
To support appropriate consolidation and expansion 
of businesses in the wider parish. 

Economy 6.10 
6.10 
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Section 5 The Strategy for Hindon 
 
Hindon Village is one of three large villages that in the Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations plan come 
under the Tisbury Community area. Wiltshire core policy, 27 sets out the indicative housing 
requirements for this area. 
 
Core policy 27 and the supporting text (paragraph 5.146) of the Wiltshire Core Strategy identifies 
issues to be addressed in planning for the Tisbury Community Area including. 
 

• all development within the Community Area will need to conserve the designated landscape 
of Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire Downs AONB and its setting, and where possible 
enhance its locally distinctive characteristics.  All development will be required to maintain 
the integrity of the Chilmark Quarries Special Area of Conservation, having particular regard 
to the Wiltshire Bats SAC guidance12. 

 
Table 3 Housing requirements for Tisbury Community Area13 
 

Area Indicative 
Requirement 2006 - 
2026 

Completions 2006 -
2017 

Developable 
commitments 2017 
- 2026 

Indicative residual 
Requirement (as at 
April 2017) 

TIsbury Community 
Area Remainder 

220 60 11 149 

 
There is no specific target for housing numbers for Hindon but it is reasonable to assume that there 
is some need for additional development. Hindon has an extremely tightly drawn settlement 
boundary with no potential for infill and therefore any development must take place outside the 
current settlement boundary. 
 
Of four SHLAA sites considered for possible development all outside the current settlement 
boundary only S158 Chicklade Road site was found to be suitable and will be allocated for 
development through this Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
 
Map 6 below shows the Red Line allocated Chicklade Road site, the Conservation Area, Local Green 
Spaces, Green Infrastructure and Community Facilities. 
 
 
 

                                                             
 
12 Bats Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) Planning Guidance for Wiltshire (issue 3 September 2015) 
13 As at April 2017 
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Map 6 Hindon Strategy Map 
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Section 6 Neighbourhood Plan Policies 
 
The following sections contain policies derived from the Vision and Objectives set out in Section 4. 
The subsequent section introduces proposed projects.  
 

6.1 Character and Design  
 
This should be read in association with Section 5.2 which addresses the landscape setting of Hindon.  
 
Objectives 
 
D2, EN4, HC1 
 
Explanation 
Hindon has, in general, a clearly distinctive character that is highly valued by local residents. This is 
elaborated in the Hindon Village Design Statement of 200814 and the special qualities of the central 
part of the village are also recognised in the Hindon Conservation Area Appraisal and Management 
plan of 2009.  
 
It is essential that new developments adopt designs which respect and enhance what makes Hindon 
special. (The Hindon Village Design Statement and the Hindon Conservation Area and Management 
Appraisal are in the Evidence Report.) 
 
Policy 
 

CD 1 Any proposal for new development must plan positively to achieve high 
quality and inclusive design, to conserve local distinctiveness and the 
qualities of Hindon as a traditional rural settlement.  
 
Applicants will need to show in their Design and Access Statement (if 
required) how their proposed scheme have responded to: 
 
(a) Local character and distinctiveness as set out in the Hindon Village 

Design Statement(2008) or equivalent.  
(b) the Hindon Conservation Area Appraisal and Management plan or 

equivalent.  
(c) the ‘Dark Skies’ policy of the Cranborne Chase AONB. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
 
14 Hindon Village Design Statement 2008 -http://www.hindonvillage.org/neighbourhoodplan.htm 
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6.2 Landscape Setting and Key Views  
 
This should be read in association with Section 5.1 which addresses the character of Hindon.  
 
Objective 

EN4, EN5, IN4, HC1  
 
Explanation 
 
 
The highly distinctive character of Hindon is as much about its setting in its landscape – all in an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty – as it is about its built environment; the two are inseparable. With a 
number of well-used Public Rights of Way around the parish, and the location of Hindon on the 
Wessex Ridgeway, some views into the village are of importance and any developments or other 
changes should not damage these Key Views. The Evidence Report includes more on the local 
application of Wiltshire and AONB Landscape Character Assessment. This report can be seen at  
http://www.hindonvillage.org/neighbourhoodplan.htm. Attention is also drawn to the ‘Visual 
Appraisal of SHELAA Sites’ report noted on page 25. 
 
 
Policies 
 

LS1 Great weight should be given to conserving landscape and scenic 
beauty in this AONB which have the highest state of protection in terms 
of the conservation of landscape and scenic beauty. Any development 
proposals or changes requiring permission must demonstrate that 
those proposals have no negative, and ideally a positive, impact on the 
landscape setting of Hindon village. The development site allocation 
(6.4) impacts on some of the key views, Please refer to Policy DS1. 
 
Key views highlighted in map 7 below, should be maintained and 
protected. Development should not have a detrimental impact on 
these key views.  
 
Any application which might impact on a key view should demonstrate 
how it will be seen, what impact development would have on that view 
and mitigation proposals to remove or reduce any negative impacts. 
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Map 7  Key views towards the development site 
 

 
In Map 7 above the Red Arrows, A, B, C and 1 to 7 refer to the Key Views from the various 
approaches to the village to the development site. 
Viewpoint A - Taken from the unnamed road leading from High Street to the A303, facing Southeast. 
From this location, the tall and dense hedgerow obstructs any views of the site and indeed the 
village. 
Viewpoint B - This view is from the B3089, at the crossing point of a public right of way, facing east. 
The gently rising ridge, on the northern side of the B3089, prevents views of the majority of the 
village and all of the site. 
Viewpoint C - Unnamed road between A350 and B3089, at the crossing point of the Monarch’s Way. 
From this higher ground to the south west of Hindon, the village can be seen in its landscape setting.  
Viewpoint 1 - Chicklade Road, facing south west. 
This section of the road forms part of the Wessex Ridgeway long distance walking route. Looking 
down the hill, towards the village, the eastern portion of site is clearly visible in the middle distance. 
The hedge lined road emphasises the site, as it is. 
View point 2  -The Public Right of Way between Glebe Stud Farm and Chicklade Road, looking south 
west. The majority of site can clearly be seen in the middle distance on the edge of the village.  
View point 3 - Wessex Ridgeway long distance walking route, due north of Hindon village, looking 
south. At this point of the Wessex Ridgeway, the footpath runs along the hedgerow just outside the 
northern boundary of the site.  
View point 4 - B3089 due west into Hindon. The site is located on the outside of a sharp bend on the 
B3089, just prior to entering the village from the east.  
View point 5 - B3089, at the north end of School Lane, facing north west. The site, in the middle 
distance, can be glimpsed between the trees and established hedgerows in the foreground.  
View point 6 - Monarch’s Way footpath, south of Hindon. From this view point a strip of the 
northern part of the site can be seen in the distance.   
View point 7 - Unnamed Hindon to Newtown road, at the edge of The Terraces. From this higher 
ground to the south of the village, a portion of the north west of the site can be seen. 
Further detail and  full details of the LVIA ( Landscape Visual Impact Assessment) for the site can be 
seen in the Evidence Report at www.hindonvillage.org/neighbourhoodplan.htm. A Contents List for 
this report is at Appendix 2. 
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6.3 Settlement Boundary 

Objectives 
 
D1, HS1, HS2, IN2, HC1      

Explanation 
A settlement boundary is already in place for Hindon. This was reconsidered and updated by 
Wiltshire Council in the currently draft ‘Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations Development Plan 
Document’15 of 2017. This document suggested a number of minor amendments to Hindon’s 
settlement boundary and states that Neighbourhood Plans could propose further amendments to 
settlement boundaries for their designated areas. In line with national planning policy, changes to 
the settlement boundary introduced through a NDP require clear evidential justification and must be 
in accordance with national planning policy.  
 
Wiltshire Council’s suggested amendments were considered by the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group in their own right and in relation to potential development sites. The outcome was a decision 
to accept Wiltshire Council’s suggested amendments. 
 
Policies 
 

SB 1 Development will be limited to within the Settlement Boundary proposal 
as shown on map 8 below, policy DS1 Chicklade Road. In all other cases 
exceptional circumstances would have to be elaborated and justified for 
developments outside this boundary. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
 
15 https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/b33424/Housing%20Site%20Allocations%20-
%20Additional%20Papers%2020th-Jun-2017%2009.30%20Cabinet.pdf?T=9 
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Map 8 Settlement boundary showing Chicklade Site (green with dotted red boundary) 

 
The Neighbourhood Plan includes the allocation of the Chicklade Road site for development. In accordance with the Wilshire Council settlement boundary 
guidance, Map 8 above shows the allocated site, shaded green and edged with a dotted red line. The settlement boundary will shrink to the actual  building line 
once this has been established as part of the detailed planning application. 
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6.4 Development Site Chicklade Road 

Objectives 

D2, D3, HS1, HS2, IN1, IN3, IN4, EN2, EN3, EN4, AM2, HC1, HS3 

Explanation 
The Housing Sites Assessment Report elaborates and justifies the selection of this site rather than 
others put forward. That report is built in particular from a Visual Appraisal of SHELAA Sites and a 
formal Heritage Assessment. Policy DS1 below and the associated constraints map (10) address the 
conditions highlighted in these two reports.  
 
The Chicklade Road Report outlines and elaborates the work undertaken to develop the content of 
the brief in Policy DS1 below. A Visual Appraisal of all sites has also been produced, suggesting 
support for the Chicklade Road site on condition that certain constraints are applied. Those 
constraints have been applied in the proposal in this plan 
 
 Map 9 below shows the site outlined in red with the adjacent conservation area shown pink. 
 
Map 9  Development Site redlined, & adjacent conservation are 
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The settlement of Hindon is situated in the rolling rural arable and pasture landscape of south-west 
Wiltshire.  
The 4 hectare site outlined in red is situated on the north eastern boundary of the village, adjacent 
to a post war (1950’s) council housing development, on East Street, outside the settlements 
conservation area (shown in pink).  
From within the village, views to the surrounding undulating fields and ridges give a sense of 
openness and connection to the rural landscape. 
 

Policy 

Key constraints for the development are illustrated on map 10 below 
 
 
 

DS1 
The Chicklade Road site is allocated for mixed use housing and provision of land for 
a doctor’s surgery. Final numbers to be determined through production of a 
detailed masterplan. 40% of the housing to be affordable.   
 
Applicants should follow the Pre-Application Protocol in Policy 6.5 and to submit a 
Statement of Consultation with the application.  
Key Points 
 
• Land to be clearly identified for the doctor’s surgery and its parking. 
• The development footprint must allow for adequate set back from the Ecology 

Corridor shown in map 10 below 
• Principle road access should be achieved from East Street, road junction design 

and highways impacts should be addressed in the planning application. 
• Parking provision should meet Wiltshire standards as set out in theWiltshire local 

Transport Plan 2011-2026, Car Parking Strategy 
• Provision to be made for mitigating any water run-off and flooding impacts 

across the site and on land and properties to the south of the site. 
• Footpath access to the development will be along the Wessex Ridgeway and the 

footpath from the High Street, the latter to be improved as part of this 
development. 

• In the area either side of the Wessex Ridgeway at the north west of the site, 
proposals would be welcomed for allotments, a community orchard or other 
amenities to be agreed at masterplan stage.  

• Any boundary to development to be of mixed native hedgerows. 
• The site layout should respect the character of the village and the fairly formal 

layout in most of the Conservation Area, with clear, bounded by front and rear 
gardens.  

• Buildings to be no higher than 2 storeys, perhaps with roof/attic rooms. 
• The style of buildings (materials, details etc.) to reflect, in a contemporary 

manner, the styles predominant in the High Street. 
• A high standard of landscaping within and bounding the development is 

essential, including some open space within the development. 
• Appropriate play provision is required. 
• Developer contributions to be provided for the maintenance of public areas and 

amenities. 
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Map 10 Constraints map for the Chicklade Road site 
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6.5 Pre-Application Community Involvement 
 
Objective 
 
D3     
 
Explanation 
 
The eventual effectiveness of this Neighbourhood Plan is dependent on establishing early, open 
discussions with potential applicants to ensure that developments add to the distinctiveness and 
sustainability of Hindon. Although applicants cannot legally be required to undertake pre-application 
community involvement, the National Planning Policy Framework encourages it.  Developers and 
applicants will be expected to pay particular attention to this in relation to policies elsewhere in this 
plan. Hindon Parish Council has therefore produced a ‘Hindon Pre-Application Community 
Engagement Protocol’ which potential applicants can access. This is included in Appendix 1.  
 
Policy 
 

PA1  In order to ensure positive and structured pre-application community 
involvement, potential applicants should follow the procedures set out 
in the Hindon Pre-Application Community Engagement Protocol. 
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6.6 Green Infrastructure  
 

Objectives 

EN1, EN2, EN3, EN4 

 
Explanation 
 
Wiltshire Core Strategy, Strategy 52 focuses on Green Infrastructure, a descriptive term used to 
characterize spaces such as amenity green space, paths and rights of way, cycling routes and green 
corridors. 
 
This Core Strategy states that Green Infrastructure provides socio-economic and cultural benefits 
which underpin individual and community health and wellbeing. These include: conserving and 
enhancing the natural environment; providing wildlife corridors, which link areas of open space 
within settlements providing a wide range of opportunities for engagement and active citizenship, 
relaxation and quiet contemplation, sport, recreation and children’s play reducing noise and air 
pollution; and helping communities adapt to climate change through water and carbon 
management. 
 
There are a number of as yet minimally connected or unconnected green infrastructure features in 
and around Hindon that could make a more positive contribution to the village and its surrounding 
countryside if these were improved and better connected. (Details of this are elaborated in the 
Evidence Report.) 
 
Policy 
 

GI1 The Plan proposes the establishment of a Hindon Green Infrastructure 
network, connecting green spaces around and across the village, as 
indicated on map 11 
 

 
Map 11  Proposed Green Infrastructure 
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6.7 Local Green Spaces  
 

Objective 

EN1, EN3 

 
Explanation 
 
The Local Green Space (LGS) designation was introduced in national planning policy, as part of the 
Government’s commitment to promoting healthy communities (NPPF, 2012, Section 8, para. 76-78). 
Through Local and Neighbourhood Development Plans, local communities can identify and protect 
green areas of particular importance to them. Once a site is designated as a Local Green Space, it is 
protected against new development except in ‘very special circumstances’.  
 
The designation of Local Green Space must be complementary to the objectives of sustainable 
development, and to sufficient investment in homes, jobs and other essential services. It must also 
be consistent with national and local Green Belt policy.  
 
There are a number of small, green spaces in Hindon that are regarded as being of significant local 
value in terms of amenity, wildlife and so forth (the standard tests) to be designated as Local Green 
Spaces (LGSs). (An assessment of these sites, and others not taken forward, is included in the 
Evidence Report.) There are also other green spaces that do not qualify for LGS status but which 
should be protected. 
 
 
 
Policy 
 

LGS1  The Neighbourhood Plan proposes that the local green spaces as shown 
on map 12 be designated in accordance with the provisions of Paragraph 
77 of the National Planning Policy Framework. 

 
Map 12  Local Green Spaces 
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6.8 Sustainability and Climate Change   
 
Objectives 
 
D2, IN2 
 
Explanation 
 
A number of issues were raised by local residents during the consultation in relation to sustainable 
development and resilience to climate change. Most of these issues are relevant to existing 
buildings, certainly to new developments (extensions and conversions as much as larger schemes) 
but also to other aspects of the general planning and management of Hindon, for example: 
 
• Renewable energy: provision for solar/photovoltaic generation (with careful attention to 

Conservation Area issues), the use of air/ground source energy and biofuels. 
• Flooding: both on a site such as Chicklade Road and off such sites given that flooding is often 

widely dispersed and needs solutions for an area as a whole. 
• Water management: reduction of water use, the use of grey water and avoidance of hard 

surfaces that limit water into the ground.  
• Building materials: locally sourced (which also addresses local character) and long-lasting. 
 
Many of these can also only be delivered effectively through supportive individual and community 
action. 
 
Policy 
 

SC1  New development will only be permitted where sustainable drainage 
and rainwater harvesting are possible to minimise the impact on the 
existing drainage regime and do not produce flooding. In particular 
proposals must show how the following issues have been addressed: 
 
• the provision of renewable energy, 
• existing and potential flood risks for example through sustainable 

urban drainage systems, 
• impermeable surfaces in drives and gardens and 
• the use of locally sourced materials where appropriate 
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6.9 Community Amenities 
 
Objective 

AM1, AM2, AM3 

 
Explanation 
Hindon has a good range and number of facilities, well used and valued by the local community and 
others from nearby (see map 11 below and the Evidence Report). At the same time a loss of just one 
of these – for example the shop – could have significant negative effects on the vitality and 
sustainability of the village. It is therefore essential to do as much as possible to retain all existing 
facilities. 
The delivery of a replacement doctor’s surgery is addressed in Section 5.4 above. 
 
Policy 
 

CA1  The Neighbourhood Plan identifies in map 13 the key community 
facilities and assets in Hindon. There will be a presumption in favour of 
safeguarding these facilities against any adverse proposals that would 
result in their loss. Proposals that would result in loss of a community 
facility will only be supported where it is clearly demonstrated they are 
no longer fit for purpose or viable, or that an equivalent alternative 
facility is available within Hindon.  
 
New developments will be expected to contribute towards enhancing 
existing facilities, the re-location of the Doctors Surgery, and, where 
appropriate, providing new facilities, whether within their developments 
or elsewhere in the village. Such proposals should ensure that:  
 

• They meet a need identified by the community concerned or by 
a body with statutory responsibility for a particular service. 

• They do not create unacceptable environmental impacts, 
including traffic and parking impacts. Transport Assessments 
and Travel Plans will be required. 
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Map 13  Village Amenities 
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6.10 Economy 
 
Objectives 

EC1, EC2 
 
There are a number of employment uses both within the core settlement of Hindon and 
within the parish as a whole which are greatly valued by the community and provide 
important local jobs. It is therefore important to retain all of these and, where a business 
wishes to stay but expand, their ambition would be supported in principle. These aspirations 
are reflected appropriately in policies 34, 35 and 36 in the Wiltshire Core Strategy so there is 
no need for anything further within this plan 
 
 

6.11 Financial Contributions 
 
Objectives 
 
IN1, IN2, IN3, IN4 
 
Explanation 
 
Development contributions will be expected from all developments as determined by Wiltshire 
Council’s policies, so no additional policy is required in this plan.  
 
However, the result of the introduction of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is that Hindon 
Parish Council will receive 25% of CIL monies from all chargeable developments. Those monies will 
be used by the Parish Council to help to deliver the projects outlined in the following section. It is to 
be hoped that discussions on CIL, and any still relevant Section 106 contributions, will be discussed 
with the Parish Council to ensure, for all parties, the most effective use of all contributions.  
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Section 7 Projects 
 
Many of the policies in Section 6 above will be supported by a range of practical projects. The 
following text lists the proposed projects and relates them to the plan objectives. The list was 
developed with, and then agreed with, representatives of the local community.  
This section is not part of the planning elements of the Neighbourhood Plan and therefore is not 
to be examined as part of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
List of Objectives and the relevant Polices for the Objective. 
 
Table 4 Projects and Objectives 
 

Objective Area Objective Description Relevant 
Policy 

Development: Objective 
D2 

To ensure that new development is of high quality design, 
reinforces local distinctiveness, is built to a high sustainability 
standard and addresses resilience to climate change. 

CD1 (6.1) 

Project: Design Review the Village Design Statement. Review the Conservation 
Area Appraisal and Management Plan to understand how it 
informs the Design of the Development 

 

Housing: Objective HS1  
 
 
Objective: HS2 

To ensure a range of housing sizes and types, providing 
opportunities for local people to stay in the Parish throughout 
their lifetime. 
To ensure an adequate supply of affordable housing to meet the 
needs of Hindon, especially for local employees. 

CD1 (6.1) 
 
 
DS1 (6.4) 

Project: Affordable 
Housing 

Keep an ongoing database of population changes, needs, 
employee needs etc. 

 

Objective: IN2 To ensure that any new development delivers drainage systems 
that are resilient and deal efficiently with surface water run off to 
mitigate the risk of local flooding. 
 

DS1 (6.4) 
 
SC1 (6.8) 

Project: Drainage Challenge design and take action on minor local flooding 
problems. 

 

Objective :IN3 To improve road and pedestrian safety in the Parish by careful 
planning of new development, together with traffic management 
measures to improve road safety, particularly at the bottom of 
the High Street and at the junction of the B3089 with the High 
Street. 
 

DS1 (6.4) 

Project: Pedestrian 
Safety 

Research and produce vehicular road layout options for access 
to the development and to the relocated doctor’s surgery. Lobby 
Wiltshire Council to gain support prior to planning application.  
 

 

Project: Pedestrian 
Safety 

Produce good local evidence on traffic calming, management 
measures to improve safety at the bottom of the High Street 
and the junction of the B3089 with the High Street. 
 

 

Project: Pedestrian Research and produce options for safe Pedestrian access to and  
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Safety from the development site including a safe route for children to 
walk to and from school 

Objective Area Objective Description Relevant 
Policy 

Objective: IN4 To improve, link together and add to the footpath and bridleway 
network within the parish and beyond 

GI1 (6.6) 

Project: Footpath, 
Green Spaces 

Set up a Parish Footpaths and Green Spaces Group to manage 
and maintain the footpath and bridleway network and existing 
and new green space 

 

Objective AM1 To safeguard all existing amenities within the parish CA1 (6.9) 
Project: Promote 
Village 

To work with adjacent parishes to promote the amenities to 
others nearby and work with Wiltshire Council and tourist 
agencies to promote Hindon as a place (and pubs) to visit 

 

Objective: EN1 
 
Objective  EN2  
 
Objective: EN3 

To have a local environment which is attractive and rich in 
biodiversity and which is protected and sympathetically 
developed for the enjoyment of everyone. 
To have a planned and managed local green infrastructure 
network that links together roads, footpaths, bridleways and 
open spaces. 
To maintain and protect existing green areas and to designate 
further green areas as appropriate 
 

LGS1 (6.7) 
 
 
GI1  (6.6) 

Project: Green 
Infrastructure 

To set up a parish Footpaths and Green Spaces Group to 
manage and maintain the footpath and bridleway network for 
existing and new green spaces 

 

Objective: HC2 To protect and enhance the connection between local people 
and all aspects of Hindon’s built and natural historic 
environments. 

LS1 (6.2) 

Project: History As with AM1 above but aimed at Hindon people: update and 
promote the existing footpaths and walks around HIndon. 
promote local history group 

 

Objective: EN1, EN2 To retain existing employment within the parish. To support 
appropriate consolidation and expansion of businesses in the 
wider parish. 

(6.10) 

Project: Business Agree a meeting format with local businesses to stay on top of 
local issues and concerns. 
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Appendix 1    Contents of the Evidence Report 
 

The evidence report can be found at: 
www.hindonvillage.org/neighbourhoodplan.htm 

SUMMARY EVIDENCE REPORT 
 
The Hindon Neighbourhood Development Plan is built upon evidence from two main 
sources: external (material produced by others such as Wiltshire Council) and internal 
(material that applies specifically to Hindon, including locally-generated material).  
 
EXTERNAL EVIDENCE 
These are listed below with appropriate hyperlinks. 
 
• Wiltshire Council: 

o Core Strategy and associated evidence base can be found at 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planningpolicyevidencebase.htm 

o SHLAA sites (Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessments) for Hindon 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planningpolicydocument?directory=Wiltshire%20Housing%20Site
%20Allocations%20DPD/Informal%20Consultation%20February%202015&fileref=23 

o Supplementary Housing Allocations report 
o Sites Allocations Plan: Tisbury Community Area  - 

https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/s132095/17%20Tisbury%20CATP.pdf 
• AONB Landscape Character Assessment - 

www.ccwwdaonb.org.uk/uploads/docs/Outstanding_Landscapes/LandscapeCharacterAssessment_FULL.p
df 

 
INTERNAL EVIDENCE 
 
The following documents which are appendices to the report are available on the Hindon Parish 
Council website:  www.hindonvillage.org/neighbourhoodplan.htm 
 
Appendix 1 Visual Appraisal of SHELAA Sites 
 
Appendix 2 Heritage Assessment of Sites 
 
Appendix 3  Settlement Boundary Report 
 
Appendix 4 - Housing Sites Assessment Report 
 
Appendix 5  Ecology Report for Chicklade Road site 
 
Appendix 6 Bat Survey Report for Chicklade Road site 
 
Appendix 7  Village Design Statement 
 
Appendix 8 - Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan 
 
Appendix 9  Green Infrastructure Report for Hindon -Footpaths and Corridors 
 
Appendix 10  Local Green Spaces Report 
 
Appendix 11 – Employment 
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Appendix 12  Community Facilities 
 
Appendix 13  Hindon Primary School Letter re School Capacity 
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Appendix 2 HINDON PARISH COUNCIL PRE-APPLICATION 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT PROTOCOL 
 

This Protocol is part of the suite of documents that together form the Hindon Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. The aim of the Protocol is to do all possible to ensure that planning applications 
accord with this plan and with those of any higher level plans, notably that of Wiltshire Council, as 
well as all national policy. One particularly effective way of achieving this is through early, planned 
engagement with the Hindon community via the Parish Council. 
 
Use of this Protocol is without prejudice to the eventual judgement of Hindon Parish Council on the 
merits of any final application, even if a good engagement process has been agreed and followed. 
 
Context 
 
The National Planning Policy Framework16 states that:  
 
“Applicants will be expected to work closely with those directly affected by their proposals to evolve 

designs that take account of the views of the community. Proposals that can demonstrate this in 
developing the design of the new development should be looked on more favourably.” 

 
The ”10 Commitments for Effective Pre-application Engagement”17 published by a group 
representing planning, industry and community groups states that: 
 

“Early, collaborative discussions between developers, public sector agencies and the communities 
affected by a new development can help to shape better quality, more accepted schemes and ensure 

improved outcomes for the community. These discussions also avoid wasted effort and costs.” 
 

The Wiltshire Council “Statement of Community Involvement” (SCI) states that, for larger 
developments, it will: 
 

“encourage prospective developers to undertake more extensive public involvement at an early 
stage, before a planning application is submitted..” 

 
It is the view of Hindon Parish Council that, for their community, the above should also apply to 
smaller developments because these can have at least as much impact as larger ones.  

 
Hindon Parish Council fully support and endorse all of the above and will play their appropriate 

role in delivering high quality pre-application engagement with themselves and the wider Hindon 
community as proposals come forward. 

 

Process 
 
Drawing from the 10 Commitments and other guidance on best practice, potential applicants should 
work with Hindon Parish Council to fulfil the following principles: 
                                                             
 
16 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf  
17 https://www.local.gov.uk/pas/pas-topics/planning-applications/10-commitments-effective-pre-application-
engagement  
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• ‘Day One’ contact: By far the best results for all emerge when contact is made with our Parish 

Council, and through us with our local community, at the very start of any process; consulting 
people late with already prepared schemes is not productive.  

• Agreed Process: A key aim of this early contact is to discuss and agree the nature, scope, 
timetable, information and so forth of the engagement – i.e. the process to be followed.*  

• Applicant Leadership but Shared Responsibility: Although it is the applicant’s role to lead and 
fund engagement, the Parish Council will offer as much support as possible to any agreed 
process; for example by providing local information, contact details for local groups, advice on 
meeting places, access to newsletters and so forth. 

• Openness and Transparency: Building trust between all and ensuring an agreed outcome 
depend heavily on having a process that is as open as possible on all sides, though the Parish 
Council will respect any issues of clear commercial confidentiality. 

• Agreed Community: A project may have an impact on a limited number of people or on all of 
the parish. The details of those to be involved will need to be discussed and agreed for any 
project, as will the potential ways to contact and engage them.  

• Agreed Scope: There will also need to be agreement about the scope of the engagement, i.e. 
what is and is not open to change (eg. layout, quantum of development, design etc.). 

• Proportionality: The nature and scale of engagement will be balanced in appropriate proportion 
to the scale and likely impact of any proposals. 

• Final Reporting: The applicant should submit, with any final application, a thorough report – a 
full ‘audit trail’ - describing and summarising the outcomes of the engagement, showing how the 
proposals have (or have not) responded to results. If they have not, a short note should be 
included to explain this. If the process has been followed fully, the Parish Council will endorse 
this report; if not they may submit their own evaluation of it**. (The SCI suggests that “this 
should take the form of a statement of community involvement outlining what public 
consultation has been carried out and how the results of the exercise have been taken into 
account in the submitted application”.)  

 
*  There is considerable benefit for applicants in also sharing any process with Wiltshire Council, as 

planning authority, and securing their agreement to it. 
**  As per the opening proviso, endorsement of an engagement process and results does not 

necessarily mean support for the resulting proposals. 
 
Initial contact should be made at the outset with the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group by email 
to  hindonnp@gmail.com . The Parish Council commits to doing all possible to arrange an initial 
meeting as soon as possible following this contact. 
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Abbreviations 
 

Acronym                                                               Description 
AONB Cranborne Chase and West Wilts  “Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty”  
NPPF  National Planning Policy Framework  2012 (A framework for planning policies in 

England) 
  
SAC Special Areas of Conservation – strictly protected sites under the EU Habitats 

Directive. Natural England for WC 2015 
SEA Strategic Environmental Assessment –SEA Directive 2001/42/EC  - the process by 

which environmental considerations are required to be fully integrated into the 
preparation of  the  (Neighbourhood) Plan. 
 

HRA Habitat Regulation Assessment – Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010 - 

SHLAA Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment- Wilts Council 

Neighbourhood 
Planning 

Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 6th April 2012 

Core Strategy Wiltshire Core Strategy 2017 
Hindon 
Conservation 
Area Plan 

Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plan -Salisbury District Council  
2009 (Forum Heritage Services( 

VDS Village Design Statement 2008 -  Hindon Parish Council 
Planning Practice 
Guidance 

Guidance for the National Planning Policy Framework 

CA Tisbury Community (Area Housing Allocations Plan) 
 

 
 
 


